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N E W S L E T T E R  P U B L I S H E D  O N C E  E V E R Y  T W O  M O N T H S 

Dear Friends, 
 
The Southcentral Deanery of the Episcopal Diocese of Alaska is planning to  
present a Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols program on Sunday, December 
3rd (Advent 1) at 4:00 pm. The service will be held at St Maryõs Episcopal 
Church on the corner of Lake Otis and Tudor in Anchorage. I invite you to join 
us in the choir that we are forming for the occasion.  
 
This service dates back to mid-Nineteenth Century England, when the Bishop of 
Truro organized an impromptu service at Truro Cathedral for people stuck in a 
blizzard. It caught on, and in the early years of the Twentieth Century, it was 
picked up by the choir at Kingõs College in Cambridge who have created a     
tradition of performing it annually on Christmas Eve for a world-wide and    
highly appreciative audience.  Much of the music we will be using was        
composed or arranged specifically for Lessons and carols services. 
 
We are planning four rehearsals, all in the month of November.  
                      Rehearsal dates are: 
 

         November 9 
         November 16   
         November 26 
         November 30 

 
in the evening, time TBD. I know how busy this time of year is for all of us and I 
appreciate your willingness to join us; I guarantee that you will thoroughly    
enjoy and be uplifted by the experience. I very much appreciate Peg Fisher, the 
Rev. Jim Brisson and the other leaders of the Deanery who are sponsoring this 
event as a gift to the People of South Central Alaska. Please contact me at any 
time if you have any questions or comments. If you have any friends who would 
enjoy singing with us, please feel free to send me their contact information so I 
can invite them to join us, or give them my contact information. 
 
Thank you and I look forward to seeing - and hearing - you soon. 
 
Very best, 
 
Al Alvarez 
albertjalvarez08@gmail.com 
831-915-2496 
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Greetings South Central Deanery! 

 

Greetings South Central Deanery, 

I hope you all are doing well and ready for the winter season.  As I 

watch the leaves fall off my trees, the snow slowly creeping down the 

mountains, and the days getting shorter I reflect on the upcoming    

Holiday season and what I can do to help others.  Finding a way to 

help others could be as simple as buying coffee for the car behind you at your favorite coffee 

shop.  I know how it makes me feel when I get to the window to pay, and they tell me the car 

in front paid for my drink.   It is the little things we do in life for others that are a way of paying 

forward the love we receive from our Lord and Savior.  

It is my hope that the Deanery Lessons and Carols Service on December 3rd will be a great 

kick off to the Advent Season; if you havenõt already thought about joining our Deanery Choir, 

please do.  The thought of the voices from the different parishes will make for a joyful event 

for everyone. 

Yours in Christ, 

Peg Fisher 

Dean, South Central Deanery 

FROM THE DEAN  

Funds are available from the Deanery for                    

congregational mission and/or ministry projects.   

Grants of up to $1500 can be used for supporting       

outreach and ministries of your congregation.   All it 

takes is submitting a simple request to the Deanery    

Executive Committee.   

To receive the application form, send an email to    

scdeanery@gmail.com.   

Grant requests are reviewed at the monthly meetings 

of the Deanery Executive Committee. 
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Rev. Chip Mills, Sandy Sollenberger and 

Christy Kinter from St. James the     

Fisherman in Kodiak 

Maggie McKay (St. Maryõs) Chair of 

Dispatch of Business, with the Bishop, 

Rt. Rev. Mark Lattime 

Tom Turner, (Christ Church) and the 

Rev. Betty Glover,  (Thomas Center) 

Mary Fox, St. Christopherõs, Lorraine Pavlick, 

Huslia, and Emily Nenon, St. Maryõs. 

The Rev. David Terwilliger, 

 All Saints, Anchorage 

Lisa Terwilliger, (All Saints, Anchorage) and 

Mary Jane Derendoff, (Fairbanks) present the 

Bishopõs Address Committee Report 
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Maggie McKay and Adam Lees, 

St. Maryõs, Anchorage 

Rev. Belle Mickelson, St. Georgeõs,    

Cordova leads the band 

Canon Suzanne Krull and Christina 

Talbott Clark, St. Maryõs work on 

resolutions 

Rev. Lauran Pifke and Rev. Betty Glover    

report from the Standing Committee 

Loren Hill, St. Francis by 

the Sea, Kenai 

Convention Worship Service 
Convention Business Meeting 
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Book Worm Corner 

Discussion Group  

Tuesday, October 24th at 7 p.m. on Zoom 

Meeting # 868 9465 0379      PW: 795402 

Always We Begin Again, the Benedictine Way of Living by John  

McQuiston and Phyllis Tickle  CtrlñClick here to purchase the book. 

Itõs a book not just to read, but to absorb and to incorporate into your 

daily walk and thinking.    

South Central Deanery Event 

Advent Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 3rd at 4 p.m. 

St. Maryõs Episcopal Church 

2222 E. Tudor Road 

Anchorage 

 

Readers and Singers Needed 

(See the front page of this newsletter for more information) 

 

Veteranõs Day  

Band Concert 
November 11th at 7 p.m. 

All Saints Episcopal Church   

A free public concert  

by the Anchorage Brass Band 

https://www.amazon.com/Always-Begin-Again-Benedictine-Anniversary/dp/0819224286/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2WAD4U2WZMQG2&keywords=always+we+begin+again&qid=1697078155&sprefix=%2Caps%2C220&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Always-Begin-Again-Benedictine-Anniversary/dp/0819224286/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2WAD4U2WZMQG2&keywords=always+we+begin+again&qid=1697078155&sprefix=%2Caps%2C220&sr=8-1
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Loren Hill, Member-at-Large 

It seems like I just wrote one of these but it has been 2 İ years since 

I was first elected to the SCD executive board.  Iôm now serving my 

second term as member at large.  How much has changed and still 

stayed the same.  

I represent the small but energetic parish of St. Francis by the Sea in 

Kenai.  My wife, Gene, and I moved to the Kenai Pennisula in May 

of 2020 from Modesto, California.  Our daughter is a teacher of   

special needs children in Lodi, California.  We love living in Alaska, 

even though our friends in the lower 48 donôt understand why. 

I find it interesting to attend a small church where everything is done by very few people and one 

must learn to be very flexible.  Since joining St. Francis Iôve become a licensed worship leader 

and am able to lead  ñLiturgy of Administration of Holy Communionò. 

I was asked by our Bishop last year to sit on the FIT committee and am currently its chair.          

In addition Iôm the Warden at St. Francis. I enjoy seeing and meeting with people from our  

Deanery and the Diocese. 

 

 

Hello, I am Pastor Nick Schoob (They/Them)!  I have taken my first call 

at Epiphany Episcopal-Lutheran Church in Valdez and am so amazingly 

overjoyed to be a part of this amazing "both-and" congregation and this 

gorgeous Alaskan community.  It has been an incredible blessing to call 

this place my home and this people my family for the past six months and 

I can't wait to see what comes out of this miraculous time!  Lastly, it was 

wonderful to get to meet so many great folks at convention and I             

absolutely look forward to meeting again and building deeper relationships 

as the time goes by. 

Until Then, 

All the Blessings, 

Nick Schoob (They/Them) 
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Youth Mission Trip to Colombia 
Who:  Youth who are currently in grades 7 ð12 and are active in their home church 

What: 17 days-16 nights (4 in Bogota, 6 in the Amazon, 6 in Cartagena)  

           Supporting a childrenõs soup kitchen in Bogota and a boarding school in the  

           Amazon and helping to build a church in Cartagena 

When: May 28 to June 13, 2024    Spanish classes have already started and you must  

                                                           register and begin preparing no later than October.  

For more information:  Contact the Rev. Israel Portilla Gomez at St. Maryõs  

      Israel@godsview.org 

 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ hũŜǊƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ {ǳǊǾŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘΥ  ǿǿǿΦǳƴƛǘŜŘǘƘŀƴƪƻũŜǊƛƴƎΦŎƻƳ 

  
                Cŀƭƭ ƛǎ Cǳƭƭ ƻŦ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ DǊŀǝǘǳŘŜΦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ DǊŀǝǘǳŘŜ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƴƻǿ 
ŀǘΥ  ǿǿǿΦǳƴƛǘŜŘǘƘŀƴƪƻũŜǊƛƴƎΦŎƻƳκƴƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 

{ŎǊƻƭƭ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻǧƻƳ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ Řŀƛƭȅ ƎǊŀǝǘǳŘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŜŀŎƘ Řŀȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ƪŜŜǇ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΦ 
DǊŀǝǘǳŘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ 
ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ .ǳƭƭŜǝƴ ƛƴǎŜǊǘΦ  
wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΗ IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ȅŜǘΚ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ǎƻ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ¦¢h ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ȅƻǳΦ  ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƎƛǾŜŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜ ōƻȄ ƻŦ ¦¢h ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƘŜǊŜΥ     ƘǧǇǎΥκκŘŦƳǎΦŦƻǊƳǎǘŀŎƪΦŎƻƳŜκŦƻǊƳǎκǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ   

  

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǊ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ŀ ƎǊŀǝǘǳŘŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

¦¢h Ƙŀǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎΗ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘȅ YƛƴǘŜǊ 
{ǘΦ WŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ CƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴ 
¦¢h /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.unitedthankoffering.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cfe63d1a5fa394dac0dff08dbca0a8d41%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638325918891047157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQI
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.unitedthankoffering.com%2Fnovember&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cfe63d1a5fa394dac0dff08dbca0a8d41%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638325918891047157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwM
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdfms.formstack.come%2Fforms%2Fregister&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cfe63d1a5fa394dac0dff08dbca0a8d41%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638325918891047157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAw
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Uplifting the Windows! 
 
The talent of creating 
stained glass windows has 
been given in gift form to 
the Parish in Palmer, St. 
Bartholomewõs.  Vestry 
member and long time 
Episcopalian Wesley Riviera 
has created and gifted (her 
talents) to St. Bartõs 19 
stained glass windows!  A 
beautiful   addition to the 
Worship space for the St.           
Bartholomewõs community 
of Christ followers. 

The last two winters have brought gale force, even hurricane force winds, to the city and           
surrounding area of Palmer, AK.  In direct line of these high force winds rests the worship space of 
the St. Bartholomewõs Community of Christ followers.  Cottonwood trees stand all over the 8 city 
lots donated now some 60 plus years ago.  Some of those cottonwoods came down during those 
windstorms, fortunately and narrowly missing the building.  The community decided to bring 
many of the remaining trees down before they actually do fall on the building! Sexton Michael 
Janecek oversaw the project.  
 
We got a grant from the Diocese, found a saw miller who is willing to take the logs away for free 
and utilize them for his desires, a skilled inexpensive logger to bring the standing trees down and   
benevolent folks in the congregation. It took all of these and more. 

Meanwhile...Outside at St. Bartõs... 


